BOOK OF PRAYERS
KOREAN PRISONER OF WAR CAMP
1951 - 1953
This Book of Prayers was created by, or as it says on the inside of the stiff backing at the end of the book,
“published by Cooper Peal (One Edition Only)”.The “publishers” were Captain Bill Cooper and Lieutenant Arthur
Peal of The Glosters, the date of “publication” was August 1953, in Prison Camp No. 2 (Annex) near Pyng Yong
Ni, North Korea, by the Yalu River on the border with Communist China.
The story behind the Book of Prayers is this. In Camp 2 (before it was split in two in October 1952 and half the
PWs were moved to the Annex some 2 or 3 miles away) Padre S. J. Davies of The Glosters was put in gaol for, to
quote the Chinese, “carrying on subversive activities”. In other words, for behaving in the very proper manner of a
Chaplain by conducting religious services and meeting quietly with various groups of fellow PWs, for prayer and
the like.
While he was in gaol I took on the running of the services in his place — knew where he had hidden his Prayer
Book and Bible. Major M.D.G.C. (Joe) Ryan of The Royal Ulster Rifles would have done so (as he was destined
to take Holy Orders and leave the Army when he got released) had he not also been in gaol at this time, along
with other senior officers for having “a hostile attitude toward Chinese Communists”. It was essential that the
Chinese should see that despite the removal of our Chaplain we still insisted on holding our religious services.
Eventually Padre Davies was released from gaol and returned to the compound.
Shortly after that the Annex was set up and the camp split, I was with the Annex party and our Padre Davies
remained at the main camp. So I continued to run the services at the Annex (from about October 1952 until it
closed down prior to our release in August 1953). After the Armistice was signed in late July 1953 Captain Cooper
and Lieutenant Peal started this magnificent work of writing out some of the prayers we used from a British Army
Prayer Book and an American Army Book of Prayers which some officers had on their person when captured.
The paper used for this book was, the “rice paper” which the Chinese gave us for rolling cigarettes. The ink was
supplied by the Chinese to permit us to write letters home at frequent intervals and the pens and nibs were “home
made” by Messrs. Cooper and Peal. The cloth cover pasted round the cardboard backing was taken from a pillow
which for propaganda reasons was issued by the Chinese near the time of the Armistice to pretend that we had
been well looked after!
I had no idea this book was being prepared. I heard later that during its “printing” the Chinese found out about it
and took the work away for confiscation but were prevailed upon that it was an innocent and genuine record of
prayers used and was not a clandestine code book, smuggling out secrets of Chinese methods of behaviour and
living!
It took about a month of long, tiring, painstaking work to complete the book. Even when I was asked to write out a
copy of the prayer I composed and which we prayed at one of the services of Thanksgiving on being informed of
the Armistice, I was unaware of the real reason for their asking. One Sunday, our last before we moved South
towards release, Messrs. Cooper and Peal presented it to me at the service that day.

The book was taken away from me by a Chinese officer as we were being searched prior to our release, on the
day of our release. He studied it with great care and suspicion: I thought I had lost it. But I think by then even the
most hide bound Chinese communists with whom we came in contact had secretly, to themselves. admitted
defeat over their efforts to convert us and the officer gave me back the book with a resigned sigh. Shortly after I
crossed the demarcation bridge clasping to myself this most magnificent reminder of the gratitude of my
colleagues, of their talent and of their courage.
J. H. S. M.

The origina1 Book of Prayers is located in the Regimental Chapel, The Cathedral Church of Saint Anne, Belfast.

